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Appendices Attached: 
 
Appendix A - Revised proposals for new Parliamentary constituency boundaries 

in the West Midlands 
 
 
1. Reason for the Report 
 

1.1 To inform Members about a consultation exercise by the Boundary 
Commission for England in respect of the Parliamentary Boundary 
Review 2018 and the revised proposals to make Staffordshire 
Moorland’s Parliamentary boundary coterminous with Staffordshire 
Moorland’s  District boundary.     

 
 
2. Recommendation 

2.1 To authorise officers to submit a response to the consultation exercise 
on behalf of the Council in support of the revised proposals.   

 
 
3. Executive Summary 
 

3.1 Constituency boundaries are kept under regular review to ensure that 
Members of Parliament represent roughly the same number of 
constituents at Westminster. The reviews are carried out by the 
Boundary Commissions for England, Northern Ireland, Wales and 
Scotland. These are independent bodies that propose constituencies 
that must meet the Rules for Redistribution set out in statute. The 
Commissions are currently undertaking a consultation exercise on 
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revised proposals in respect of the 2018 Parliamentary Boundary 
Review.   

 
3.2 This report confirms the Boundary Commission’s revised proposals 

which reflect the initial proposals for Staffordshire Moorlands, and 
invites members to consider the Council’s response to these proposals. 

 
 

4. Options and Analysis 
 

4.1 The first option is to note the report and decide not to submit a 
response to the Boundary Commission’s consultation exercise.  

 
4.2 The second option is to note the contents of the report and to authorise 

officers to send a response to the consultation exercise which reflects 
the Council’s views on the proposed changes to the boundary affecting 
the constituency of Staffordshire Moorlands.     

 
 

5. Implications 
 

5.1
  

Community Safety - (Crime and Disorder Act 1998) 
 
There are no specific crime and disorder implications.  
 

5.2 Workforce 
 
The consultation exercise does not affect the workforce. 
 

5.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment 
 
The Boundary Commission should carry out an equality and impact 
assessment as part of their response to the consultation responses 
including any submission on behalf of the Council.   
 

5.4 Financial Considerations 
 
There are no specific financial considerations linked to the 
consultation exercise other than officer time preparing a response. 
    

5.5 Legal 
 
The process by which constituency boundaries are changed is set 
out in the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986, as amended. As 
part of the process, each Boundary Commission publishes revised 
recommendations for constituencies based on the Rules for 
Redistribution. The consultation period runs until 11 December 
2017. This will be the final time the Council will get to give the 
Commission their views on the latest proposals before the 
Commission’s recommendations are reported to Parliament in 
September 2018 



 
5.6 Sustainability 

 
The proposal supports a sustainable system of electoral 
administration.    
 

5.7 
 

Internal and External Consultation 
 
The Boundary Commission is consulting on this proposal. Copies 
of the initial proposals have been deposited at Moorlands House, 
Stockwell Street, Leek for the convenience of Staffordshire 
Moorlands residents who may like to respond to the consultation 
exercise.   There are also links to the consultation exercise from 
the Council’s web page. 
  

5.8 
 

Risk Assessment 
 
There has been no identified risk to considering the consultation 
exercise.  
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6. Background and Detail 
 

6.1 The Boundary Commission are currently conducting a review of 
Parliamentary constituency boundaries on the basis of rules set by 
Parliament in 2011. These rules require them to reduce the number of 
constituencies in the UK and make more equal the number of electors 
in each constituency. The rules set out in the legislation state that there 
will be 600 Parliamentary constituencies covering the UK, a reduction of 
50 from the current number.  

  

http://bce-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/consultation-documents/1507710200_West%20Midlands%20Revised%20proposals%20report.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJG2X7BQ35X2H7LAA&Expires=1511446972&Signature=AbMyXAYPEjbXuee3Vt9RVKB%2BWEg%3D


6.2 To achieve this, the Boundary Commission must review and 
recommend where the new constituency boundaries should be.  

 
Proposals for Staffordshire Moorlands  
 

6.3 For Staffordshire Moorlands,  the proposal is to make the Parliamentary 
boundary coterminous with the District Boundary by including five wards 
from the Stone Constituency (Cheadle North East, Cheadle South East, 
Cheadle West, Checkley and Forsbrook) and moving Newchapel 
(currently in Newcastle under Lyme Borough) to the constituency of 
Stoke on Trent North and Kidsgrove. There is further commentary on 
the proposed changes to Staffordshire, Newcastle and Stoke-on Trent 
at paragraph 3.106 of the main report at page 39.     

 
6.4 Once the consultation on the revised proposals has closed the 

Commission will consider all the representations received throughout 
the review, before making final recommendations to the Government. 
The legislation states that the Commission must make final 
recommendations during September 2018. 
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